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PUBLIC PHENOMENA

Shared spaces are areas that people pass through, gather in, or otherwise oc-
cupy for a period of time. Shared space can be public, corporate, private, or
combinations of all three. For this booklet we have selected photos from our
Public Phenomena collection that focus on informal modifications of shared
city and rural spaces involving plants and trees. These are both real and fake
frees, running wild in man-made spaces, turned into poles for mounted basket-
ball hoops, and used as support structures for signs, shrines, decorations, and
memorials.

Temporary Services formed in 1998. Our Public Phenomena archive and re-
search started at the beginning of our collaboration. Unless otherwise noted,
the photographs in this booklet were taken by Temporary Services.

= Front cover - Page 5: Michael Jackson memorial, Budapest, Hungary, 2013
= Pages 6 & 7: Jim Morrison & Levon Helm shrines, San Francisco, California,
USA, 2013

= Pages 8 & 9: Tree covered with signs, Chicago, lllinois, USA, 2011

= Pages 10 & 11: Two pacifier trees, by Bonnie Fortune & Brett Bloom, Copen-
hagen, Denmark, 2013

= Pages 12 & 13: Decorated trees in public right of way easements, Chicago,
lllinois, USA, 2013

= Centerfold: Christmas flamingos, by Bonnie Fortune & Brett Bloom, Ft. Mey-
ers, Florida, USA, 2014

= Page 16: Fence eating tree, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, 2013

= Page 17: Cropped tree and power lines, Chicago, lllinois, USA, 2006

= Pages 18-21: Fence eating trees, Chicago, lllinois, USA, 2004-2013

= Page 22: Knife in a tree: Chicago, lllinois, USA, 2011

= Page 23: Cropped trees and fences: Chicago, llinois, USA—top image,
2006 & bottom image, 2010

= Page 24: Homemade basketball hoops, Chicago, lllinois, USA, 2012 & 2011
= Pages 26 & 27: Vandalized cacti in Teotihuacan, by Public Collectors, Mex-
ico, 2008

= Page 28: Cut up and piled trees—top image, Urbana, lllinois, 2009; bottom
image, Berlin, Germany, 2011

= Page 29: Tree and sign, Bergen, Norway, 2014

= Page 30: Tree and sign, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, 2013

Temporary Services is a group of three people: Brett Bloom (Copenhagen),
Marc Fischer (Chicago), and Salem Collo-Julin (Philadelphia).

Temporary Services
P.O. Box 121012
Chicago, IL 60612 USA

www.temporaryservices.org
servers@temporaryservices.org

This booklet was created in conjunction with the Biennial exhibition The Invisible Hand:
Curating As Gesture at the Central Academy of Fine Arts Museum in Beijing in 2014.
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