
Guide to 
Re-Creating

“Measurement: Shad ow”
 by Mel Bochner

In 1969 Mel Bochner created a work in his studio titled “Mea-
 sure ment: Shadow.” This piece is a con tin u a tion of a series of 
mea sure ment works that make visible the exact di men sions 
of rooms, gal lery and mu se um spaces, and even a live plant 
us ing the materials of black tape and Letraset rub-on lettering 
to indicate lengths in feet and inches. 

“Measurement: Shadow” was created using an alu mi num 
lad der, a clamp on light, black tape, and Letraset. Though 
il lus trat ed in a pho to of a studio installation in a 1995 book 
on Bochner’s early work, this par tic u lar piece has never been 
pub lic ly exhibited. 

In this booklet, Temporary Services shows you how to faith-
 ful ly re-create Mel Bochner’s “Measurement: Shadow” piece  
so that you may experience this work of art. We are not aware 
that the artist has sur ren dered own er ship of this work, how-
 ev er we believe that this is a work that you could re-create 
accurately without re ly ing on, or waiting for, someone else’s  
per mis sion. 



     Measurement: Shadow 1969
     Aluminum Ladder, Clamp-on Light,
     and tape and Letraset on wall
     Installation: artist’s studio



Details about Materials and Ex e cu tion

Clamp LightClamp Light: Bochner appears to have used a stan dard metal clamp 
light. These are commonly avail able at any hardware store and their 
design has not changed sig nifi   cant ly since this piece was made. The 
choice of light bulb seems unimportant. A 100 watt bulb should be 
adequate. The light should be po si tioned sitting on the fl oor in front 
of the ladder.

TapeTape: Tape should be black. Half inch wide black electrical tape 
ap pears to be what has been used. This tape has a clean, smooth, 
plas tic surface and is  available at any hardware store. The taped 
line should be straight and should extend alongside (without touch-
 ing) the shad ow. The tape should begin at the bottom of the wall 
(run ning over any piping or baseboards) and extend to the top of 
the shadow.

Letraset: Letraset is a brand of rub-on lettering that comes in many 
sizes and styles and is available at art and de sign sup ply stores. 
Bochner has used a sim ple font like Helvetica that is quite large 
- prob a bly 96 point. If Helvetica is not available use a close substi-
tute such as Arial. When marking the height of the shadow use only 
feet and inches rath er than metric measurements. Put the height 
in di ca tion in the middle of the line where it can eas i ly be read, not 
at the top of the bottom. Make a break in the tape line to insert the 
mea sure ment; do not place the measurement above or below the 
tape but in between.

Ladder: Bochner has used an aluminum ladder that appears to be 
eight feet in height. A plain wooden ladder is a rea son able sub sti tute. 
The ladder should be placed with one corner touching the wall so that 
the shadow is cast primarily onto the wall rather than the fl oor. 

Shadow: Bochner states that its size can be de ter mined by in stal -
la tion. In the illustration he has created a 9’5” shad ow. 

Wall: Bochner’s studio wall in the photo is quite rough. Ideally the 
wall should be white enough to accept a strong shadow and smooth 
enough to eas i ly ac cept the tape and letraset. 
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“It was in the Measurements in 1969 that I found a vehicle to ex press Measurements in 1969 that I found a vehicle to ex press Measurements
some of the things I had been thinking about. That was the work in 
which conception and perception cut across each other. The Mea-
surements were about oc cu py ing real space and yet seeing it as an surements were about oc cu py ing real space and yet seeing it as an surements
idea....In these in stal la tions you experience the physical space of 
the room and you ex pe ri ence a conception of that space....That led 
to certain the o ret i cal questions....how can the space, or how can the 
world, con tain an idea about itself? How can the two things over lap? 
Where are the boundaries?”

Mel Bochner

From: “Building a Language” by Elaine A. King in Mel Bochner: 
1973-1985
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